Kaposi's sarcoma in a renal allograft recipient under longterm immunosuppressive therapy.
A 40-year-old Caucasian male with chronic glomerulonephritis received a cadaver renal transplant in July 1973, and received continuous immunosuppressive therapy with Azathioprine and prednisone. His renal function deteriorated during the autumn of 1977, and he developed haemangiomatous tumours in the soft palate and on the sole of the right foot in April 1978. Both were surgically removed and histologically confirmed as Kaposi's sarcomata. The patient died a month later of renal insufficiency. At autopsy, a Koposi's sarcoma was also present in the right lateral malleolar region. There were multiple calcifications in the lungs, vessel walls, striated muscle and subcutaneous fat. To our knowledge, this is the 29th reported case of Kaposi's sarcoma occurring in renal allograft recipients under long-term immunosuppressive therapy. It is concluded that the development of this tumour is probably related to such therapy.